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THE GHOST. 








N° XLIV. 


FAiRYLAND, cision, Ofober 1 a 1796. 





SIR, 


Bec leave to fend you the following remarks, ‘The account of my 
journey to the weft, and the detail of the many curious incidents 
which I unfortunately met with, 1 muft defer to another opportunity. 

I have been folicitous to obferve the follies of men; and in tra- 
cing them to their fource, I have always found confiderable pleafure for 
ny leifure hours. A town, in particular, affords full {cope for this kind 
of recreation, in the peculiar cuftoms and ridiculous fafhions which daily 
pring up. Edinburgh, therefore, has a right to poffefs characters, who, 
from their conceited fafhions, fhould amufe ftr rangers, and be a kind of 
confolation for the expofure of the whims of their countrymen. At 
Paris, the fedate Enelithman found at every ftep objects of derifion. 
Whether at the Opera, at Court, or in the Coffeehoufe, abundant obfer- 
vations occurred to make him pity the abfurdities of the nation. This 
is a privilege which every Ringer ought to make ufe of; and it is in 
virtue of it that I prefume to animadvert on fome peculiar cufoms I have 
obferved in Edinburgh. 

A few days ago, I called upon a gentleman to whom I had a letter 
of recommendation. On knocking at the door, a perfon opened it, 
whom I immediately afked for his mafter: his drefs, I thought, jufti- 
fied my fuppofition ; he had on a red jacket, exactly like that of a chaife- 
driver, and was booted and {purred, with a whip in his hand. I could 
not hefitate a moment about his ftation. I told him to inform his 
mafter of my name; but inftead of proceeding to do it, he replied in a 
haughty tone, which drew from me fome very ftrong expreffions. At 
length [ perceived my miftake, and learned that he was the mafter him-, 
felf. I madea fuitable apology, and begged he would pardon my ruce- 
nefs, which nothing but his drefs could juttify. I have fince met 
feveral gentlemen in fimilar dreffes, ftriving to imitate their fervants. 
Do not thefe affected perfonages deferve to be treated as the perfons they 
reprefent ? What principle can induce inen of fenfe to mimic the drele 
of thofe of other employments? Is it to thew the regard they have 
for their domeftics, that they borrow the fame attire? It would be more 
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worthy of men to ameliorate the fituation of their inferiors ; but it is te 
mock the poorer claffes to wear their garb, without deigning to. treat 
them like-brothers, Ifhould be happy to fee thefe noblemen walk and 
dine with their grooms, and be as familiar with all claffes of fociety ; but 
the prefent ftudied affectation raifes in the heart of all thinking men a 
wifh, that the pfeudo drivers fhould undergo a trial of their {kill for a 
week or two as poft-boys. As no perfon can aflume the badge of any 
particular clafs, neither the M. D. nor A. M. nor can the gentlemen of 
the ftrap or the needle exercife their profeflions, without a proper ap- 
prenticefhip ; fo neither ought any one be fuffered to wear the jockey 
uniform, without being tried, and having obtained a certificate from the 
poftmafters, of his proficiency in the art of chaife-driving. Such a re- 
gulation would be of the greateft utility, particularly at a period when 
the country is threatened with a1 mvafion. In the emergency, all per- 
fons fit to drive might be put under a requifition ; and thus Government 
would be able to employ to advantas se many gentlemen who are not 
embodied as defenders of the country. I doubt not but the loyalty, which 
is fo confpicuous among the high clafles, would excite all the fafhionable 
riders to learn the bufinefs, and rende: - theveielves worthy of wearing the 
fhort jacket. ‘Thus we may foon hear of the noble corps of Drivers 
Royal; and many able-bodied men might be {pared from the fervice of 
his Majefty’s coaches, by filling their places with noble youths, who 

would grow healthier by regularly driving his Majefty to Windfor. The 
place of Poftilion to the King may be made as honoyrable as the office 
of a Lord of the Bed-chamber. | 

Another circumftance, although of a different nature, has lately at- 
tracted my notice. As the gentlemen wear their groom-drefs as a mere 
matter of fafhion, and are aceoutred in a riding apparel, for the exprefs 
purpofe of walking in Pyince’s Street, and paffing for horfemen; fo 
the Ladies have alfo imagined of late a fafhion, the end of which ap- 
pears to me to be that of perfuading the world of the delicacy of their 
conftitution, In the coldeft days: we have hag this feafon, fome in- 
deed fufficiently fr ofty to make my firefide very delirable, I faw feveral 
Ladies with little filk umbrellas in their hand, to fereen them from the 
icorching fun. I could not help finiling at one of them, who wore the 
inftrument fo much from mere compliance with fafhion, that the kept 
it conftantly in a direion, in which the faint rays of the {un had full 
liberty to commit ravages upon the foft rofy cheeks of the damfel. In an 
excefs of pity for the. Mifs, and to gratify a frolicfome humour, | ap- 
proached her, and whifpered pretty loud, that the fun was before her 
face, while the umbrella lay backwards. I made a thoufand apologies 
for my grofs behaviour, and retired, leaving the fereened Lady y at once 
afhamed and confufed. 

One more remark I hiave to make upon the follies of the day. I have 
noticed a number of gentlemen in the prime of life wearing fpectacles. 
At firft having obferved this practice in fome ftudents, I attributed it to 
their vigils in the purfuit of fcience; but now I have learned that their 
plan of ftudy is not very fatiguing. I begin to fufpect that it is an ar- 
ticle of Doftorial confequence ; efpecially as I find that gentlemen in the 
Year of their graduation are moft apt to wear a pair of glaffes. What 


convinces me of my fuppofition is, that the Ladies appear not to be fub- 
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ject thofe defeéts of fight. Would it not be proper, Mr Phantom, that 
the Senatus Academicus fhould to the cap and ring add a pair of fpeétacles, 


fymbolic of the infight of the young Galens ? 
Le Marauis L’Orstr. 


[ have received the following Epiftle by the Aberdeen carrier. 


For Matfer Fehx Phantom, Ghai in Edinbrogh. 


Wow, Maifter Phantom, but I was fey to fee your paper pruvin’ the 
Scots to be the auldeft language i the warld: [ aye thaught fae myfell ; 
an’ I’m fure there’s nane o’ them a’ can cum up till’t for gueednefs, faft- 
nefs, and elegance. Our Laird taks in the Ghaift; an’ as he kens fu’ 
weel that I like a’ thae kind of things, he aye fends’t deen to me as 
feen’s he getst. Ye man ken that T was brought up for the miniftry ; 
and, by the bleflin’ o’ the Lord, wad a’ haen a kirk langfyne, gin it had 

na beet n fora wee bit o * fouldudry ? i’ the days o’ my vainity, that gar’d 
me munt the creepy; an ’ fae oueed faith [ was glad to tak upa fchueel ; 
fae I hae to work fax days i i the ouk, inftead o’ ane, forby prefentin’ a 
Sabbath ; an’ a’ my falary is only a hunder mark *, an’ may be about as 
miekle mair that J get frae the fcholars ; and troth, Maifter Phantom, 
it’s little eneugh to bring up a {ma’ family, an’ gar baith ends o’ the year 
meet 5 for ye man ken that I hae a wife an’ aught littlens ; but I man 
e’en be content, an’ thank his haly name for a’ his gueednefs. I’m a 
grit {cholar tee, ye man ken, an’ was maid a Maifter o’ Airts at Aberdeen 
college ; an’ wi’ nae f{ma’ reputation lve keepit my fchueel upo’ Dee 
fide, an’ learnt the bairns their awn auncient language, in a’its purity, 
five an’ thretty year cum Yule. I’m nae for ony o’ your new- fangled 
Englifh gab; it’s weel kent that it’s naething but a corruption o’ Scots. 
Gin you il only tak a luke at Gawn Douglas’s Virgil, an’ ony i ar 
buik written at the fam time, ye'll fin’ thenia’ ae kin’ o’ tongue; only 
there's ¢ nane o’ them a’ fic a braw writer as our Gawn. Now, though 
it’s true eneugh that the Scots is fair corrupted finfyne, (an’ nae better 
cou’d be expeckit frae that ill-far’d Union that gied awa’ the independ- 
ehce o’ our auncient kingdom, an’ a’ for naithing), but yet the Englifh 
tongue is mickle war: an’ | man tell you, Maifter Phantom, it wad be 
mair becumin in an Edinbrogh ghaift to write in gueed Scots, than try 
to copy the fallows i’ the fouth # gin ye wad ftick to your ain cueentry 
langage, it might be o’ miekle fervice to the nation. 

What waye do you think now I dee wi the bairns at my ichueel ? 
Pfe tell ye, man! I’ve maid a tranflation o’ the Proverbs ° Solomon into 
gueed braid Buchans, an’ I gar them a’ learn thae, an’ get them _ 
their tongue, as weel’s our ain auld Scots proverbs, that, cueed troth, | 
dinna think a bawbee war nor Solomon’s. When they’ re e deen wi’ thae, 
[ pit them in to Allan Ramfay. An’ now I’m {peakin’ o him, [ mar 


tell you, I was unco’ weel pleafed wi’ what you faid abcut the "Gentle 
Shepherd. 
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Shepherd. Virgil was a gay chiel’ at a pafloral, but he’s naithing to 
Allan. Weel, after the bairns has gotten that, I learn them Gawn Dou- 
elas, and fyne r m fure there’s ne’er a buik that’ ll bleck them ; an’ I’fe 
tell you, mony a’ clever fallow I’ve putten out o’ my han’s. Ife nae 
fay ony mair eve’now ; but gin you prent this letter, ye’fe hear frae me 
feen again. We hae a hankle o’ ghaifts as weel’ s witches byden yet i 
this cucentry fide, an’ yefe get an acunt o’ a’ their pranks, fra, nae mair, 
but refts, 
your maift humel fervant, to command, 
ANDREW M‘Duir, A. M. 


SIR, 


I am a man of confiderable fortune in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh, naturally of a focial difpofition, and would live very happily, 
had [ not the misfortune to be buckled to a notable and thrifty wife, who 
not only deftroys all my comforts, but will go nearly to ruin me, by her 
economy. She keeps a number of maid- fervants fo conftantly employed 
in fpinning, that they have not time even to clean the houfe ; and the 
quantities of linen fhe makes, for the purpofe of locking it up in chelts 
are immenfe, and actually coft near double what the fame things might 
be purchafed for in a fhop. In like manner, fhe raifes a great quan- 
tity of poultry, which the alledges fhe makes a deal of .mon 1ey of by 
felling ; but, upon a calculation, | find their feeding cofls me at leait 
three times the price they bring; nay, | have two of the beft rooms of 
my houfe deftroyed by rearing turkeys, which the fays, are too tender 
to be brought up out of doors. All this time, I am not permitted to en- 
tertain my friends with one of thefe fowls, far lefs with a bottle of wine ; 
while my wife’s thrift make her drefs fo meanly and dirtily, 2t home at 
leaft, that I am afhamed fhe fhouid be feen. Another zriicle of her 
economy, I cannot forbear mentioning. She has got no leis than nine 
ereyhounds and other dogs, and every day the goes out with theie, 
mounted on a little poney, to kill hares for the pot, in which the is fo 
fucce(fsful, that for feveral months in the feafon, hare-foup is our conftant 
food; infomuch, that I can now hardly bear the fight of it; and I am 
{ure the poor boy that runs at her foot is tired lugging them after her. 
Her expences in doctor's fees and apothecary’s bills are incredible ; for, 
among her other excellencies, fhe is conflantly in a bad flate of health ; 
indeed, the quantities of drugs and trafh fhe fwallows, is enough to poi- 
jon a whole family. She is a great buyer of pennyworths too, that is to 
fay, of things for which he has no ule, becaufe they are a trifle lower in 
price, though perhaps worfe in quality, than they may be had for in the 
ordinary way of bulinefs. In {fhort, Tam almof refolved to pitick up 
courage, and infift upon having the management of my own houfe. I 
beg, Mr Phantom, that you will give me your advice, and that you will 


print this letter, as a caution againit thrifty women. 
D. D. 


ERRATA ww No. XLII. 
p- 65. third line from the bottom, for ca’en, read ca’ iz. 
p- 66.1. 26. for pale le/s, read pale Ja/s. 
p- 67.1. 20. for Acha-ia, read Ah-ha-ia. 
p. 68. 1. 5. from the bottom, for_/yx--ap7, read /yncape. 








